
 

 

 

      
 

 
  

   
      

  
 

  
 

         
     

              
    

 
          

              
                

             
              
                 

  
 

            
             

                   
            

 
              

    

 

   
           

              
   

 

Preschool, Kindergarten and New Student Registration FAQs 

Sections 
General Questions 
Preschool Registration Questions 
Kindergarten and New Student Registration Questions 
Waiver Information 

General Questions 

When does Preschool, Kindergarten and New Student Registration begin? 
Registration begins Monday, May 18. 
Visit fortsmithschools.org > Families > Enroll Your Student for access links and detailed 
information for each category. 

What is the primary way to register my preschool student? 
Parents may pick up a hard-copy preschool registration packet beginning Friday, May 8, from 
11 AM to 1 PM Monday-Friday, at any of the elementary schools where grab-and-go meals are 
being served. The enrollment packet MUST be completed and the parent/guardian MUST call 
the Parker Center at 479-784-8182 ext: 3518 to schedule an appointment. Appointments will be 
held at the Parker Center (811 North T) beginning May 18 in order to complete registration (by 
appointment only). 

What is the primary way to register my kindergarten or new student? 
Parents are encouraged to use the convenient online registration process for Kindergarten and 
New Students beginning May 18 to limit the number of people who have to make a trip to a 
school building for a reason other than to drop off registration documents. 

Visit fortsmithschools.org > Families > Enroll Your Student for access links and detailed 
information for each category. 

Preschool Registration Questions 

*Preschool registration practices will comply with current physical distancing guidelines directed 
by the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) and the Arkansas Division of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE). 

http://www.fortsmithschools.org/
http://www.fortsmithschools.org/


 

           
                
               

               
             

         
 

        
               

                
 

          
              
                

              
           

 
        

   
     

   
      
      

     
              
      

 
         

              
             

      
 

             
             

          
 

             
             
            

 
            
         

 

What is the primary way to register my preschool student? 
Beginning May 8, you may pick up a hard-copy preschool registration packet at any of the 
elementary schools from 11 AM to 1 PM, where grab-and-go meals are being served. Beginning 
May 18, you may complete registration by calling the Parker Center 479-784-8182 ext: 3518 to 
schedule an appointment. The enrollment packet MUST be completed and brought to the 
Parker Center (811 North T), by appointment only. 

Can I register my preschool student online? 
Online registration is not available at this time. Please complete the enrollment packet and bring 
it to the Parker Center (811 North T) in order to complete registration (by appointment only). 

When can I pick up a hard-copy enrollment packet? 
Parents and guardians may pick up a hard-copy preschool enrollment packet at all elementary 
schools from 11 AM to 1 PM Monday through Friday, beginning May 8. The preschool packet 
must be totally completed and all documents must be available for the Early Childhood 
Education Department (ECE) to copy. Incomplete packets will NOT be accepted. 

What are the required documents for preschool registration? 
Required Documents include: 

● Birth Certificate or Birth Record 
● Social Security Card 
● Current Immunization Record or appointment card 
● Current Physical Exam or appointment card 
● Proof of Address: (Utility Bill) 
● 30 days of income: Pay Stubs, Income Verification Form or No Income Verification Form 

(we WILL NOT accept a W-2) 

How do I complete registration for my preschool student? 
Beginning May 18, parents/guardians may call the Parker Center at 479-784-8182 ext: 3518 to 
schedule a preschool registration appointment. These appointments will be held at the Parker 
Center (811 North T. Street). 

Can I turn my preschool registration packet in at an elementary school? 
Elementary Schools will NOT accept preschool packets. ALL Preschool Registration will be at 
the Parker Center (811 North T Street) by appointment only. 

Is there any other information I need to know about preschool registration? 
● Due to COVID-19 restrictions, only one parent/guardian will be allowed to register their 

child at Parker Center, unless specific paperwork needs to be notarized. 

● Incomplete packets will not be accepted, and parents/guardians will be asked to 
reschedule their appointment to return with appropriate paperwork. 



 

 

            
 

           
     

 
             

            
 
             

          
 

      
            

              
     

 
             

            
              

    
 

          
            
                 

         
 

       
        

 
        

               
 

          
   

     
   

           
       
            

 
           

● ECE Staff will wear gloves and masks during the registration process. 

● To ensure ECE staff safety, parents/guardians temperatures will be taken before 
entering the Parker Center. 

● Please DO NOT bring your child(ren) or other family members to preschool registration. 
If you do, you will be asked to reschedule your appointment. 

I have a question about preschool registration. Who can I connect with? 
For questions, call the Parker Center at 479-784-8182 ext: 3518 

Kindergarten and New Student Registration Questions 

*Kindergarten and new student registration practices will comply with current physical distancing 
guidelines directed by the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) and the Arkansas Division of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE). 

What is the primary way to register my kindergarten or new student? 
You can register your kindergarten or new student online beginning May 18. 
Visit fortsmithschools.org > Families > Enroll Your Student for access links and detailed 
information for each category. 

How long will Kindergarten and New Student registration remain open? 
The Kindergarten and New Student Registration online registration portal will open beginning 
May 18 and will be closed from May 29 until late July when school secretaries become available 
to help any parent or guardian who needs assistance. 

Are enrollment documents required to finalize registration? 
Yes, enrollment documents are required to finalize registration. 

Where can I find my student’s school zone? 
Address Search - Enter your address and find which school your child will attend. 

What are the enrollment documents required for kindergarten registration? 
● Official birth certificate 
● Social Security Card (or waiver) 
● Completed immunization record 
● Health screening; a kindergarten physical form can be downloaded here 
● Proof of residence in the school zone 
● Photo Identification (drivers license, state issued ID, passport or other photo ID) 

What are the enrollment documents needed for new student registration? 

http://www.fortsmithschools.org/
https://gisapps.fortsmithar.gov/javascript/mobile/
https://www.fortsmithschools.org/cms/lib/AR02203514/Centricity/Domain/150/k%20physical.pdf


 

   
     

   
       
            

 
       

    
                 
                

      
                 
     
             

              
              
                  

              
             

           
      

     
              

 
           

              
         

 
     
      

 
           

                 
                 

           
 

                  
                 

              
                 

               
 

● Official birth certificate 
● Social Security Card (or waiver) 
● Completed immunization record 
● Proof of residence in the school zone 
● Photo Identification (drivers license, state issued ID, passport or other photo ID) 

What proof of residence documentation is accepted? 
● One of the following: 

1) A current utility bill (within 30 days), gas or electric, showing the name and address of 
the student’s legal guardian within the attendance zone of the school to attend. If this is 
provided, no other documentation is needed. 
2) A home purchase contract including a specific closing date with a copy of the deed to 
be provided within 90 days. 
3) Home visit to the address for verification by a designated school official. 

● Families living in a situation where these documents are in another persons name will 
need to provide a signed written statement from the residence provider attesting to the 
family living at the address along with a utility bill in the owner’s name. The letter will 
need to be provided to the Student Services’ office where a Resident Statement affidavit 
can be signed and notarized for the parent/guardian swearing to the claimed living 
address. Any student qualifying for McKinney-Vento homeless benefits will receive those 
benefits as outlined by federal law. 

● An approved School Choice application/letter. 
● Documentation of an approved transfer within the district – class size or attendance area 

exception. 
● Documentation of approved legal transfers between the resident and receiving district. 
● An independent investigation may be made to confirm or deny the verification of any 

claimed address when seen as needed by school administration. 

What Immunization Records are required? 
Click here for Immunization information 

How do I register my student without internet services at home? 
Families who do not have internet services or devices at home will have the opportunity to use 
an alternative registration process that is both safe and fair. These families are invited to pick up 
a paper registration packet at the school beginning May 18. 

Upon arrival in the school parking lot, parents and guardians will be asked to call the school 
office to let the school secretary know of their arrival. A school representative will bring a paper 
packet to a table near the front entrance. Using appropriate physical distancing practices, the 
school representative will leave the paper packet for the parent to pick up. Parents will need to 
complete the paper documents and return them to the school as soon as possible. 

https://www.fortsmithschools.org/cms/lib/AR02203514/Centricity/Domain/150/immunizations%20for%20web.pdf
https://www.fortsmithschools.org/domain/141


 

 

             
                  

              
               

     
 

                   
 

              
  

 
             

         
 

             
                

 
                

          
                

            
                

                 
  

 
              

  
             

              
                

 

   
            

    
 

              
        

 
              

 
 

Using the same practice noted above, parents and guardians can return registration documents 
to the school parking lot and a school representative will come out of the building to review the 
packet. Completed paper packets will be time and date stamped to maintain the registration 
order. Completed packets received by July 30 will retain registration rank order that is important 
if class-sizing becomes necessary. 

Paper packets will be available at schools from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., from May 18 through May 28. 

Is there any other information I need to know about Kindergarten or New Student 
Registration? 

● Due to COVID-19 restrictions, parents are encouraged to come alone to pick up 
registration packets and to return completed registration packets. 

● When picking up or returning packets to schools, please practice social distancing by 
remaining six feet apart and do not gather in groups of more than 10 people. 

Is there a limit to the number of students who can be enrolled in a class? 

Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) class-size standards 
limit the number of children in a classroom for each teacher based on the grade-level of 
students. Kindergarten classrooms are limited to 20 or fewer students. Classrooms of 
students in Grades 1-3 are limited to 25 students. Classes of students in Grades 4-6 are 
limited to 28. Because of this, we ask that you promptly and accurately fill out this 
registration information. 

I have a question about kindergarten or new student registration. Who can I connect 
with? 
If you have questions about kindergarten or new student registration, please contact Student 
Services using the email questions@fortsmithschools.org until May 18. On and after May 18, 
please call the school in your attendance area or Student Services at 479-785-2501. 

Waiver Information 

In-District Waivers (Attendance Area Exceptions) - Between school zones within FSPS — 
Contact Student Services, 479-785-2501 

School Choice Act 2015- Between districts (ex. Greenwood to Fort Smith) — Contact Student 
Services, 479-785-2501 (Deadline was May 1, 2020) 

Kindergarten Waiver Form is available here - This form is for withholding a Kindergarten-age 
child. 

mailto:questions@fortsmithschools.org
https://www.fortsmithschools.org/domain/141
https://gisapps.fortsmithar.gov/javascript/mobile/
https://www.fortsmithschools.org/cms/lib/AR02203514/Centricity/Domain/150/Kindergarten%20Waiver%20-%20Updated.pdf

